Amended & Adopted 4/23/13


Amended 4/23/13


Introduced by Council Member Daniels and amended on the floor of Council:
RESOLUTION 2013-276-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND DECLARING THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2013 AS NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the United States of America was settled by people from many nations who came to the “new world”, at least in part, to seek religious freedom and to escape the restrictions on religious belief and practice in their countries of origin; and


WHEREAS, official declarations of public days of prayer, thanksgiving or commemoration are an old tradition in America, including declarations of official days of prayer by the Continental Congress in 1775, by President George Washington in 1795, and by President Abraham Lincoln in the depths of the Civil War in 1863; and


WHEREAS, in 1952 the U.S. Congress passed and President Harry Truman signed Public Law 82-324 requiring the President to select a day each year to be declared the National Day of Prayer; and

WHEREAS, in 1988 the Congress passed and President Ronald Reagan signed Public Law 100-307 which directed the President to declare the first Thursday in May each year to be the National Day of Prayer; and 


WHEREAS, 1n 1998 Congress codified the National Day of Prayer in Title 36 of the United States Code via Public Law 105-225; and

WHEREAS, America is a country with a long history of freedom of personal conscience and of tolerance for diversity among its citizens, particularly the religious beliefs and practices of citizens from widely varying backgrounds and origins, which are protected by the First Amendment to the Constitution and its prohibitions against the establishment of a state religion and of restrictions on a citizen’s right to the free exercise of their religious beliefs; and


WHEREAS, it is important for Americans to make a special effort every year to commemorate our nation’s religious roots and its unique system of religious tolerance, and to celebrate the ability of every citizen to call upon God to invoke protection and blessing upon our nation and our freedoms; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes Thursday, May 2, 2013 as National Day of Prayer in Jacksonville and urges all citizens to pray, meditate, reflect, or otherwise exercise their freedom of conscience and religious belief to express thanksgiving for our liberties and to invoke blessings upon our families, our city and our nation.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Dylan T. Reingold  
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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